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WHAT IS A NURSING HOME DEFICIENCY?

Source: ProPublica RI Nursing Home Data



RHODE ISLAND DEFICIENCIES

Source: https://projects.propublica.org/nursing-homes/state/RI   (April 2026)
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OVER THREE YEARS…

Source: https://nursinghomedata.org/rhode-island/ (As of January 2026-looking at 3 past years)



RHODE ISLAND POPULATION IS AGING

Rhode Island has the 10th highest percentage of residents over age 75 in the U.S.

7.5%
of Rhode Island's population is age 75 or 
older, based on Census data

5.5%
Ages 75–84

2.0%
Age 85+

Source: U.S. Census Bureau



MEDICARE 
COMPARE

A resource to learn about a 
facility’s  CMS 5-Star rating

Source: https://www.medicare.gov/care-compare/?providerType=NursingHome



THE SAD TRUTH
• Nursing homes are typically chosen with less 

than 24 hours notice.

• Decisions usually based upon the 
recommendations of the hospital's social 
worker and/or availability of nursing home 
beds in your area.



MAKE A LIST

• Ask family, friends, co-workers, church 
members, and neighbors.

• Talk to current and former residents 
about their experience.



BE PROACTIVE 

GET ON THE WAITING 
LIST PERSONALLY VISIT

COMPARE LOCAL 
NURSING HOMES

RESEARCH THE 
FACILITIES 



REQUEST A TOUR

• Try to go at meal time to see how much 
staff is present and if the residents are 
dressed and ready for meals.

• See if the staff is assisting residents as 
needed.

• Go back to facility at a different time on a 
weekend day.



FIND THE RIGHT CARE

• Does the facility have a dedicated locked unit 
for Alzheimer’s residents?

• Properly staffed and/or equipped to handle 
certain types of residents?

• Make sure they have space and are not filling 
a bed to get a higher reimbursement rate.



READ THE FINE PRINT

Review the paperwork at home and comb 
over the *fine print* very carefully.

Avoid becoming financially responsible for 
a loved one’s care.

Do not sign arbitration agreements. Cross 
them out with a pen.



POSSIBLE INJURIES FROM NEGLIGENCE

• Pressure sores

• Malnutrition

• Medication Errors

• Elopement / Wandering

• Sexual Abuse

• Strangulation

• Dehydration

• Falls

• Fractures

• Brain Injuries



HOW TO KNOW

ASK QUESTIONS GET ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS

CONSULT A LAWYER



RESIDENTS HAVE RIGHTS
To be informed of their rights & the policies of the home

To be informed about the facility’s services & charges

To be informed about their medical condition & treatment

To participate in planning their care & medical treatment

To choose their own physicians

To manage personal finances

To privacy, dignity, & respect

To personal possessions



CONSUMER TIPS

• Get to know the names of aids 
and nurse. Help them get to know 
the likes, dislikes and needs of 
you or your family member.

• Find out where the nursing home 
stands on culture change.



ELDER ABUSE RESOURCES

• For suspected elder mistreatment in the home
• (401) 462- 0555

Rhode Island Adult Protective 
Services

• For suspected elder mistreatment in LTC facilities
• (401) 785-3340

Rhode Island State Long Term 
Care Ombudsman

• To report Medicare fraud or patient abuse and neglect
• (301) 274-4400 X 2269

Rhode Island Attorney General 
Elder Abuse Unit

• (401) 222-2566Rhode Island Department of 
Health Assisted Living Services



QUESTIONS?
CALL US

Anthony R. Leone, II
1345 Jefferson Boulevard

Warwick, Rhode Island 02886
Ph: (401) 921-6684

info@leonelawllc.com
www.leonelawllc.com

mailto:info@leonelawllc.com

